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has been in use for 30 years. Mr., Greig
watched it for the last two years, and he
now says it will carry 25 sheep to the acre,
and therefore iz worth £125 per acre. Mr.
Greig considers that land able to carry one
sheep to the aecre is worth £5; hence his enl-
culation of the value of the plot to which I
have referred. As members know, Mr, Greig
is a sheep farmer, The bottle-brush land
should be combined with hill or sheoak
land in the proportions of about one-third
of the former to two-thirds of the latter.
That mode of subdivision would leave a geod
deal of land with ironstone; and hill land,
which is a poor class of eountry, has been
proved to grow the Pinus pinaster to per-
feetion, The land should be surveyed into
blocks immediately; the Minister for Lands
has hinted that this will be dene. ‘When
dairy farms of about 300 ucres are estab-
lished here and there amongat the hills, the
hill land itself should be reserved for pine
growing, The settlers who take up dairy
farming would then have wood right along-
side their holdings; and they could do the
work required hy the Forests Department,
There would be 500 or 1,000-acre planta-
tions of nines seattered among the dairy
farms, and under such conditions the risk
of fire would be minimised. In this in-
stance. the Forests Department eould work
in well with land settlement. Pine is very
much wanted iu this countrv, becanse of
the rate at which orchards are being planted,
and also beeause of the rate at whiech our
forests are being cut out. In the absence ot
pine afforestation our fruitgrowers will
have no option but to import wood for
cases. The afforestation shonld begin now.
If the Covernment have not funds for the
purpose, they should make provision to have
areag regerved for pine afforestation; and
the work of planting could proeced at the
earliest possible moment,
Speech also makes mention of 3 new Drain-
age Bill. Tt is high time that such o meas-
ure was cnneted for the South-West. Cur
existing drainage legislation is unworkable;
indeed, the Aet has been a nuvisance where-
ever it has been applied. TUnder it one can-
not do the same a3 one does under the Roada
Act—define an area and proceed with one’s
work independently of anybody elzse. TUn-
der the existing law governing drainage, a
few seitlers who find themselves in difficul-
ties owing to water on their lznd and want
to form a drainage hoard, have first to ~all
a meeting and secure the votes of a majority
of the landowners in the distriet in favour
of the ereation of & board. What actually
happens is that people on the higher reaches
of creeks and rivers drain their areas on to
the land of the people below them, When
the meeting has been called, the people who
have drained their lands refuse to agree to
the constitution of a2 board. Only the few
people who are flooded out form a drainage
board, and then the expense of the work
proves to be too much for them. I have
seen many drainage schemes, and, with the
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exception of that on the Peel Estate, I have
not seen one scheme that bas not been
messed up by the engineers, though a good
deal of the messing up is due, not to the
engineers, but to the unworkablencss of the
existing Act, under which the work has to
be done. If a drainage Bill is introdueed
it should cover the whole of the watcrshed,
and main drains should be treated like main
roads or railways or harbours. The settlers
in the particular district sheuld not be left
to bear the cost of the main drains, which
should fall on the entire community. [f the
cost of main draing is to fall on the set-
tlers, it will mean that the first two genera-
tions will be asked to pay back the cost,
which is an impossibility for them. I would
have liked the Peel Estate Royal Commis-
sion to consider that aspect of the draivage
problem. As regards the Peel Estate, there
is an adjoining piece of ground, larger than
the estate itself, that drains into the estate.
If the cost of the main drain on the Peel
Estate is to be charged to the Peel settlers,
they will be so overloaded that eventually
the Government will be compelled to write
off part of the eapitalisation. The cost of
subsidiary drains should fall on the settiera.
I bave much pleasnre in supporting the
motion before the Chair.

On motion by Hon. J. A. Greig debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.41 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—ROAD CONSTRUCTION,
FEDERAL GRANT.

Mr. SAMPSOXN asked the Minister {or
Works: 1, In connection with the expendi-
ture of the Federal grant for road construe-
tion, is it required that uremployed desirous
of work should be members of the A.\W.U.t
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2, Are 1local residents, orchardists, and
small farmers geoerally and others piven
full consideration in respeet to employment
without question as to membership of a
union?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No. 2, All applieations receive full con-
sideration, and in this case the foreman of
the loeal board has been engaged by the
department and the lo¢al plant will he
used; but as a general prineiple the Tov-
ernment congider it is in the best intercsts
of the State as well as that of the indi-
vidual settlers that their time should be de-
voted te developing their holdings, and that
road eonstroction work be left to those who
depend upon it for a living.

QUESTION — MIQRATION, AGREE-
gENT WITH IMPERTAL GOVERN-
ENT.

Mr. THOMSON (without notice) asked
the Premier: Will he lay on the Tahle of
the House the agreoment between Western
Australia and the Imperial Government re-
specting the settling of migrants ou the
land?

The PREMIER: Yes, I have the agree-
ment here. T move—

That the paper be laid on the Table.
Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day.
Debate resumed from l14th July.

_______ In com-
" mon with others who have spoken, T desire
to offer you, Sir, my felicitations on your
attaining the high office of Speaker. I
hope you will live long to oceupy the posi-
tion. I want also to congratulate the mem-
bers of the front benches, Ministerial and
Opposition alike, on their exchange of seats.
I trust they will ocontinve to' oceupy “their
new seats for many years. The Biate is to
be congratulated on the result of the fight
in March. One thing I can say is that the
party on thig side cannot do any worse than
did their predecessors

Mr. Sampson: Than you have done up
to. the present,

Mr. WILSON : While there are great hopes
of our doing something better. I listened
with interest to the reading, in the other
Chamber, of the Speech with which the
Lieutenant-Governor opened Parliament. T
am pleaged with the number of amending
Bills the Government propose io bring
down, although I regret that no mention
has heen made of a Bill to amend the Coal
Mines Regulation Act. That Act has Leen
in existence since 1902, and has practieally
ouflived its usefulvess. .1 am sure that
after an interval of- 28 years there is room
for many swmendmenta. T know there is on
the stocks an amending .Bill framed by the
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employers and the employees. It has heen
there for tire past two years, and it wouvld
not require very much effort to put it inte
shape and bring it before the Houwe. I
trust the Government will have that done
before the end of the session. The Spoach
notifies va that the Government intend to
bring down legislation dealing with State
insuranee, with werkers’ compensation, with
arbitration, with fair rents, and, other neses-
sary measures. Also in the Speech it is an-
nounced that the Government intend to ap-
peint a Royal Commission to deal with
group @eettlewment. The other night the
member for York (Mr. Latham) declared
that Royal Commissions were nothing more
nor less.than a waste of punblic money, and
could do no good. Yet the same hon. mem-
ber bas had the audacity to be the frast in
the Tlonse to put on the ‘Notice Paper a
metion for the appointment of a Royal
Commission. He roundly condemns Royal
Commiasions, and then praises them by ask-
ing for one, 1 may say ke umconsecicusly
ingults members of his own side when he
declares that Royal Commissions have never
done any.good, If he has forgotten, others
still remember the good: work of the Royal
Commission appointed to see that the Aig-
gers had a fair go. The result of that
Commission was that £30,000 was handed
baek to the diggers by moneylenders and
other exploiters. Two members of that Com-
migsion git on the same side as the wember
for York. T wvefer to the members for
Moore (Lieyt-Col. Denton) and for Subiaco
{Mr. Richardser). Then  there was the
Roval Commission that dealt with fhe war
patriotic foud. Tf it be not too late T ang-
gest that the Government adopt the recom-
mendations made by that Commission. In
many towns throughoit the State there lie
untonched sirms of money collected for ihe
goidiers in France. The authorities to-day

" do not know -w.at {o do with that money,

and the time will come when nobody will
know auything about it. The Royal Com-
misgion recommended that that money be
put into & fund under .publie trngtees so
that it could he unsed for the soldiers' de-
pendents, widows and orphans, for whom it
was collected.. Although the last Govern-
ment took no heed of the TRoyal Commis-
sion 's recommendations, T hope .the present
Government will adopt them. .

Mr. Richardson: There is a fair amount
of that money in the aggregate,

Mr., WILSON : Yes. Another Royal
Commission that did some good was that
appointed to inquire into the repatriation
of soldiers. Through the work of that
Commission the soldier settlers have re-
ceived up. to £58000 and J understand
the process has mot finighed yet. The men
will still get some mose. Yet the member
for York declared that Royal Commissions
pever accompliaked amv good, For the
Noomhling Estate £10,000 toe much was
paid, while the Piease’s Breok settlement
cost £8,000 more than it should bave deas.
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Mr. Brown: Do you say that too much
was paid for the land?

Mr. WILSON: Yes, £10,000 too much
for the Noombling Estate.

Mr, Bampson: Piesse’s Brook was Gov-
ernment Jand.

Mr. WILSBOX: Yet £8,000 too much was
paid there.

Mr. Sampson: You mean in the develdp-
ment.

Mr. WILSOXN: T mean what T say. Some
of the land was bought from private
people.  ('ity firms sold it to the Govern-
ment, charging 23 per cent, and 30 per
cent. more than they were prepared to
accept from private individuals. That
came out in the evidence. If this is not
praof that that Royal Commission did
spme good, I must be dense. Coming to
the question of soldier settlement, this
State stands an easy and favourable firat
in the Commonwealth, due especially to
the efforts of Mr. Melarty, The whole
question, after yoo leave this State, haa
been marked by incompetence and in-
capacity. Even nmow in Queensland they
have come to the conclusion that they
may have to shift soldiers from certain
distriets, In places;, soldiers had to be
taken away in a body because they had
been placed on land on whieh they had
no chanee to make a living. In New
South Wales there is £2,000,000 interest
owing to the department by seoldier
settlers, and no hope of rceovering it. In
the newspapers a couple of weeks ago the
question of soldier seftlement in Vietoria
was dealt with, and it was wurged that
steps should be taken to sce that the land
given to soldier settlers was of fair value,
and that they had a reasonable chance
of making a living on it. It was also
urged thut help should be given in neces-
sitous cawes, and that the amount the
gettler would be obliged to pay should be
fixed within the ensving tlbree years. The
paper alvo said that the position in Vie-
toria implied that the chickens were coming
home to roost. Ta that State the dehit
against soldier seitlement is £12,000,000.
Dr. Earle Page, in regard to solilier scttle-
ment, and in reply to Mr. Cook, said re-
cently that the amount advanced by the
Commmnwealth to the HNtates for this
ohject was £35,063,686; that New South
Wnles had received £9,826,203, Vietoria
£11,968,176, Queensland £2,779,432, South
Australiz £2,357,780, Western Australia
£3,463,782, and Tasmanin £2,163,30+, He
also stated that the interest owing to the
Commonwealth Government was £631,000.
He went on te say that theugh the eon-
ditions were s0 unsatisfactory as to eause
many failures, the Commonwealth Gov-
erument were prepared to confer with the
State (Governments in the matter. It is
not too late now to make that announce-
ment. I have always maintzined that it
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was the duty of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to see that the men who fought
in Franee were repatriated on the land.
The report of the Western Australian
Royal Commission on Soldier Settlement
set forth the same thing. If it was good
enough to spend £700,000,000 in killing
people, it is good enough for wa to spend
£70,000,000 te enable people to till the
land and earn a living. The Federal Gov-
ernment have a surplus of £10,000,000,
and should wipe off the indebtedness of
the soldiers. Dr. Earle Page would show
good statesmanship if he announced that
he would help some of those soldiers that
had been settled on the lamd. The ques-
tion of gronp settlement has been
prominent of late. I have been charged
with being a pessimist. The Minister for
Lands said to me, ‘“You arve the most
pessimiatic Scotsman I have ever listened
to.’? T told him that T was not a peasi-
mistic Beotaman but that I was the mast
truthful one he ever knew. A man is not a
pessimist hecause he refuses to be blind
to ithe faults of any scheme. I refuse to
be made blind. On many occasions I have
travelled through the groups from Aunzusta
to Pemberton. My visits have pnot heen
motor jaunts. One does not always see
the best or the worst of the group settle-
ments when travelling through by moter.
There are other ways of finding out what
is being done., I have lived in the South-
West for 20 vears, and spent the previous
20 vears in Gippsland. 1 say that com-
mereially and econnmicallv the South-
Weat can never be a paying proposition.
This development, however, is a national
undertaking, and we have to see that it is
made a suceess.”

Mr, Stubbs: Gippsland pays,

Mr, WILSQN: Not in the eireumstances
that arise in the South-West. T have two
brothers-in-law who are dairving between
Fish Creek and Boelarn in Gippsiand.
They have worked hard with their
families for over 20 years, and even now
are not ahle te ride abont in a motor ear.
It is true they hove not had suhterranean
clover on which to feed their cows, but
they bave had good Englizsh grasses. Their
holdings comprise 130 to 200 arres, hnt
they are still battling away. The same
thing applies to our South-West. If the
grassed in the Sounth-West are the best in
the world, with a debt of £2.000 to start
with, I still believe it impossihle for the
group settler to be successful. Tt is all
right to pick out the eyes of a place
where the clover has been growing for
vears. One man is milking 70 rows on a
good pateh of clover country, but there
are othera who could not milk one cow on
the same ared of land, because there is
no clover there. The whele question re-
solves itself into one of costs, The most
successful system of clearing that I know
of is that adopted by Mr. W. N, Hedges.
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[ visited No. 1 group, which ghould be the
most forward of them all.

Mr. Stubbs: How long ago was that?

Mr, WILSON: Last February. I was
clectioneering. The group settlers were
going to listen to what the Labour Party
intended to do for them. I saw a good
deal of the clearing that had been done.
Up to that time No. 1 group had cost
£22,000, and the foreman said the total
cost would be a great deal more—in fact
up to £38,000. The foreman explained that
when the group was started by the first
foreman on that group trenches were dug
around the trecs, and the good soil taken
mt and sct aside so that it could be used
‘or filling up the holes afterwards. e ox-
plained that a mistake had been made over
these treoches, and the department stopped
the worl. After three years the trenches
were being filled up again, Many jarrah
trees were set aside for posts and rails, and
many post holes had been dug. Later on
the groupers pulied a number of other trees
down, and the whole lot was burnt tegether.
The group secttler cannot afford to pay out
for all that waste of money. A tale is told
of ¢ertain works that were carried out in
the Busselton distriect. The member for
SugseX knows all about it, but did not en-
lighten the House. A good.deal of moncy
was spent in ap attempt to drain the groups,
but as it was found eventually that the
drains would not funetion and that the
water would not run uphill, the drains were
condemned. The cngineer was retrenched
and another was put on in his place. 1t
might he all very well if the capitalisation
of each holding did not execeed £1,000; un-
der those conditions the settler might have
a chance of making a suecess of his under-
taking. @ When the capitalisation reaches
£2,000, however, he cannot possibly do it.
't wonld mean that he would have to find
£130 a year in intcrest, and would have fo
nay to the department £2 103. a week be-
fore he could bring a penny home to his
wife with which to buy salt to put on the
children’s porridge. Then again, how can
the settlers possibly live in this way, es
necially when they have no market for their
produce? I congratulate the member for
Swan (Mr. Sampson) on baving regained
the use of his political eyesight. For three
vears he was blind to the need of market
facilitics for the settlers, notwithstanding
t;:e complaints that were made concerning
this.

Mr. Sampsen: What will you do now?

Mr. WILSON: You will see what we ean
do. The Premier has half promised that
the question of marketing facilities wiil be
considered, and I know he will make his
nromise good. When the Soldier Settlement
Commission visited the Swan distriet many
cases of hardship were brought under
notice. A war widow, whose son was work-
ing for her—he, too, had also been a soldier
—sent six cases of tomatoes to market and
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received 9s. 3d. for the lot. She had to
pay 10d. for each case, and her returns were
114. a case. At Karragullen another settler
sent eight cases of pood apples to market,
and the return was 168s. 5d. At Balingup a
man sent six hig bags of onions to market,
and received 3s. 8d. for the lot, equal to
7144, per kag. The late Government over.
looked n letter that appeared in the ‘‘ West
Australian,’”’ from Mount Barker, headed
““A Fruitgrower's Complaint,’’ and read-
ing—

T wonid like to ¢all the attention of the
public to the eonditions under which it is
expected a fruitgrower ean live and bring
up o family. On December 28th and 31st
I forwarded nine cases of plums to a
Perth market, The first five cases brought
1s, 9d. per case (total 8s, 9d.), and the
railage, commission, eartage, and sale fees
amounted to 5s. 10d., leaving a net return
of 2a. 11d. for the five cases, or 7¥d.
per case.

But he did net get the 714d. clear.
Tetter continuea—
Each ease cost me 616d., so I got 1d. for
a 201b, case of plums.

Mr, Sampson: There is ample justifiea-
tion for new markets. We look to the Gov-
ernment to introduce the necessary legis-
lation.

Mr. WILSON:
proceeds—

The return to me from the four other

cases totalled 3d., and then I had to pay

28, Gd. for the cases. Can a fruitgrower

The

The writer of the letter

carry on with returns like these? Do
you think it onght to be allowed? All
the fruit wns in good condition. Last

vear I sent to Perth four 40tbh, cases of
years, in good hard condition, and I re-
ceived a 2d. stamp in return.
Under such eonditions fruitgrowers have no
possible chance of making a living,

Mr. Lindsay: Something is wrong with
the marketing eonditiony, surely.

Mr, WILSON: Yes. I have been in-
formed recently that the Perth apents’ fees
have been increased, so that the returns to
the grower will deecrease. There has ap-
peared in the *“West Australian’’ an illum-
inating article on the amounts which these
soldiers have to pay. The article says, in
effeet, that sustenance and so forth amounts
to £500, that a house costs £220, implements
and horse and eart £753—I do not keow how
many implements the settler would get out
of that amount—fertiliser £40, and six
cows £72. If six cows are bought for £72,
they will be duds, and there will be more
blind teats than milk. Before I leave the
groups let me say that on some of them
the amounts to the debit of the settler, if
all charged up, would total more than
£2,000; and the Government charge no more
than £1,000. We have made a splendid deal
with this group settlement business by giv-
ing donations of £1,000 to the ‘‘pommies’”
—I am a ‘‘pommy’’ myself. The dinkum
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Aussie is charged £1,000 more than the
migrant, in some cases.

Mr, Sampson: The other £1,000 is still a
Tiability on the migrant’s block,

Mr. WILSON: Nonsense! The hon.
member does not know what he is talking
about. I have voiced these things, and got
myself into not too good odour for doing
50, Take a group of tem men who are
migrants and ten men who are Australian,
That group may cost £40,000, or £2,000
per holding. The Government can charge
the migrant only £1,000, whereag the din-
kom son of the soil, the Aussie, can be
charged £2,000, That, in brief, i3 the posi-
tion.

Myr. Taylor: The difference was stated
to bhe £700.

Mr. WILSON: I can safely leave it to
the Minister for Lands to contradict me if
I am wrong. Scme groups stand at about
£2,000 per holding now, and there are not
to0 many cows and implements included in
that amount.

The Minister for Lands: The highest for
one group is £28,000.

Mr, WILSON: But the group is mot
finished.

The Minister for Lands: Tt will be fin-
jshed in about nine months’ time.

Mr. WILSON: Then if that is so X say
that the cost will come to what I have
stated. Here is another matter worth men-
tioning: On some of the groups I have
seen more T.N.T. high explosives used than
ever I saw in France, The trees are blown
to smithereens. As the member for Guild-
ford (HMon. W. D. Johnson) bhas said, it
awould be better that the trees swere ring-
barked and given a chance to dry, so that
the land should clear itself Dbv freer
BHurning. That is the system employed in
Gippsland. There are some Gippsland farms
that have taken two or three pgenerations
1o clear. Tn some eases it is only the grand-
son whe reaps the benefit. The truth of
that statement iz borne out by the case of
my ownr brother-in-law in Gippsland, and
<an be supported by hundreds of families
‘there,

Mr. Sampson: We must not abandon the
‘Bouth-West. You are too pessimistic.

Mr, WTLSON: I am not pessimistic; I
am simply truthful. Tt is far better to
recognise the trouble, and face it, beeause
sometimes the chickens come home to roost.
Some of these settlers are sitting om very
bad epgs. I compliment the Government,
especially the Minister for Works, on the
attitude adopted regarding the 44-hour week,

Mr. Taylor: Have you any solution for
the last trouble you were dealing with}

Mr. WILSON: Yes, to appeint a Royal
Commission, the members of which will
really understand their work., However, I
am not going to be taken off the track. I
will leave it to the hon. member interject-
ing to find a solution.

Mr. Taylor: It is your ture now, though,
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Mr. WILSOX: If we had parties of ex-
pert clearers doing the clearing in the
South-West before the settlers were put on
the groups, we would do some good.

The Minister for Lands: That is outside
the agreement, though.

Mr. WILSON: Yes. A foreman on one
of the groups who understands his work,
haviog had 12 years’ experience of it, and
being the owner of a fine orchard, had a
number of groupies sent to him, He wanted
to be honest and square with them, and said
to them, ‘‘Now, men, you have just come
here, and I understand what it is to be a
new arrival from the Old Country. You
have been siXx weeks on board ship, and
you arc not fit. If two of you give me one
man's work I will be content for the first
month.’?’ The migrants nudged one an-
other and whispered, ‘*By jove, isn’t he a
fool!** A week or two later the foreman
was asked how those migrants were getting
on. His reply wag, ‘‘T made a mistake; I
should have said 10 men to one man.’’ One
cannot expect good work in the bush from
men who never saw an axe before, unless
it was a small wood axe, and who never
knew a horse except perhapa a hobby horse.
One cannot expeet these new chums, without
experience, to give good work. Ocea-
sionally a mnew chum is set to work
to chop down u big tree, and it really takes
him & week to work round it. Such tasks
dishearten any man, Reverting to the 44-
hour week, I have had experience of work-
ing hours in factories as well as in mines.
In my time I have worked from 6% hours
a day to 13 hours 2 day. Again I con-
gratulate the Minister for Works especially
on having had the pluck to ecarry into effecect
what he promised during the eleetion eam-
paign-~the 44-hour week. A study of hours
of work is most interesting. One of the
finest kings and statesmen Great Britain
ever had—1I refer to Alfred the Great—
pronounced the dictum that there should
be eight hours’ work, eight hours' recrea-
tion, and eight hours’ rest. He did so
over 1,000 vears ago; and yet we are told
we have not advanced far from the bar-
harian stage. In 1756 the eoal miners of
Fngland worked 64 hours, and those of
Seotiand 714 hours. (Gabriel Jars gives this
information, and it ean be had in our
library here. TRobert Owen’s co-operative
employees in 1833 worked on the S-hour
basis. Again, in the early sixties of the
last century, masons in Melbourne worked
eight hours a day. In Northumberland.
long before the ciose of last century, coal
miners worked 614 hours bank to bank, In
the matter of industrial working hours T
have not toe much time for the Oid Country,
but there is on the statute-book of GCreat
Britain a seven hours day bank to bank for
the coal miner, and that has heen the law
for the past nine years. Yet here in this
outpost of the Empire, where we say con-
ditions are better, we have eight hours. T
have to state an exception te that rule,
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however. The recognised working time
among workers generally is eight hours, but
the coal miners of Collie have had a seven-
hour day for the past three years. Instead
of the 44-hour week, they work 42 hours in
one week and 35 hours in the other week.
For the collier or miner who works in viti-
ated air, it is most injurioua te do more
than six hours from bhank to bank, Work-
ing in the bowels of a coal or stone mine
is a very different thing from working in
fiod's fresh air. ¥f the six hours had been
in operation in years past on the goldfields,
we would have with us to-day many fine
men who passed qui under the system of
long hours, passed out through the doors of
Wooroloo.

Mr. Lutey: Perfectly true,

Mr. WILSON: We in Collic have set an
example, and I hope the people gencrally
will benefit Ly that example, We then
maile an agreement with fve collieries, all
incorporated shows and al! working to-
gether. Certain people say, ‘“ You ‘men-
tion the seven-bour day in Collie, but you
do not mention the result.”’ I will give
the result from the Government puablica-
tions, results which show that more coal
has been produced in the seven-hour day
than in the eight-hour day. I wwill take
the three years just past, and, the previous
three years. In passing let me say that the

coal miner in England, while working only-

614 hours, praved selfish, becanse. he made
his hoys work seven and eight, and even
ten hours. In 1918 every wan emplayed in
the industry at Collie—there are approxi-
mately about 800 of them—produced 545
tons of coal. Tn 1919 the production was
552 tons, and in 1920, 557 tons. That gives
an average over the three vears under the
eight-hour system of 552 toms of coal pro-.
duced per man.

Mr. Taylor: Have you worked oul; the
average per day per man?

Mr. WILSON: Ng. The Colluc miner
does not work every day. For instance,

gome miners last week worked only $wo’
1 should say the
average number of days per week would

days, others five days.

be four.
Mr. Taylor:
other mines. )
Mr. WILSON: On the basis of four
days’ work, it would average about two or
three tons per day per man. In 1921, the
first vear when the seven-hour day came

It would_be the same with

into force, the produetion per faan was 539

tons, In 1922 the production per man was
589 tons, and in 1923, 590 tons. Those
three years gave an average of 572 tons per
man. That is to say, under the seven-hour

grstem they produced 20 tons per man more

during the year than they did under the
eight-hour system. Perhaps they do not
take so long over their meal hour—for the
men of Collie work to the utmost of their
strength. During the hatf-year ended 30th

June last the production per man was ahout,

317 tons, or at the rate of 634 fons per year.

.
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That will give 82 tons more under the
seven-hour system than under the eight-
hour system. I do not make "any apology
regarding this question.” I hope the time
will come when all underground workers
will have a chance to make a living under
fair conditions. In six hours underground
& man ean do saffieient work, and he should
then have an opportonity of looking for-
ward to improved conditions, when he
comes lome after work, A wman on,

. the surface has the advantage of God ]

the man below has not.” On
hand, the man underground.
work in vitiated air and, under
adverse eonditions. I will not stress
this question further, but will proceed
to refer to State lotteries for the asaist-
ance of hospitals, T am in favour
of conducting lotteries, partieularly when
we congider the magnificent response that
has been shown in Queeasland. The Govern-
ment there have givea hundreds of thous-
ands of pounds to the hospitals, in assist
ance to maternity eases, and have even made
contributions on other aceasiong such as the
Mulligan disaster, all of whioh monsy came
from the funds accumulated as the result of
the State lottery system. In Perth, on. the
other hand, wher we go along the streets,
we atre accosted by people selling tickets,
and each has hig little ent oot of the busi-
ness. The sooner I learn that the Govern-
ment intend to eonduet lotteries to raise
funds for the hospitals, the better I shall

own air;
the other
has to

bhe pleased.

Mr. Richardson: Those tickets are not
all sold fer eharity either. .

Mr. WILSON: That is so. Of course,

in any such move we will have the churches
against us, bant from my experiecnce the
churchman’s conscience is elastic. T know
that, because when I go to bazaars I can
see it for myself; I believe they are among
the greatest gambles T know,

Mr. Clydesdale: Have they taken you
down?

Mr. WILSON: Yes, and they have to be
preity smart to take down a Scotsman. 1
will say furtber, that both the hon. member
and the churchea have taken me down.

Mr. Taylor: And you are not the only
one.

Mr. WILSON: The member for Canning
asked me to go with him to a bazaar and
told me it would cost me nothing. Why, I
hail to borrow £2 the next day to pay my
debts as a result of gomg to that church
bazaar. )

Mr. E. B, Johnston: The maney would
be better devoied to hospitals than for it
to he gent fo Tasinania all the time. ’

Mr. WILSON: Large sums of money
are going constantly to Queensland and Tas-
mania, and it ought to be good eénough for
this State to follow the examhple of those
States. I commend that suggestion to the
Government, although 1 ifnderstand the
member for Cue (Mr. Chesson) said he in-.
tende(] to, mtroduce a BJH tp nu hor,lse ﬂle
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running of a Statc jottery. If he does not
take action, I will see what can be done be-
fore the session ends. I will give im his
chance first, and if he does not avail him-
self of the opportunity, I will take the fence
myself,

Mr. Richardsom: You will rcquire a pole
to gut over the fence.

Mr. WILBON: And that pele will be
public opinien. The reference to hospitals
brinzs me to a local matier. [ wish to re-
fer to the Collie husyital. [t is a disgrace
to civilisation. 1t is a bug-infested bole
and if [ were sitting on the lench in the
Pelice Court 1 would give a certificate of
merit to anyone whe burnt it down and
wis brought before me. The Collie hospital
is not fit to house patients. Collie has an
assurcdd tennre of life as a biy industrial
centre, It has the makings ot a big inlana
city. Time alone will tell that, htwever, but
in suach a place the people should have a
decent hospitul, The pokey little hovel they
have is a standing disgrace to the com-
munity, Travelling through other parts of
the State I have noticed substantial brick
hospitals crnstructed in small townships
where the surrounding country has not nearly
the potentialities of Collie. The time has
arrived when the Government should take
gteps to lhave a better hospital provided;
especially should this be agreed to in view
of the fact that over 8010 miners are em-
ployed in the coal mines and there
are over i thousand timber workers in the
district, all of whom in case of acecident, or
sickness, depend upon this little hole for
medical treatment. There iz another import-
ant snbject with which I am concerned. It
relates to a work that is hound to come. 1
refer to the establishment of a power house
at Collie. T shculd correct my statement,
for it will be a power house for the Scuth-
West and not for Collie aione. That part of
the State should be drawing its supplies ot
electric current from a power house at Col-
lie. Bunbury is waiting for it. There is
ample coal there and the other requisites
are present ag well.  Collie coal is good
enough to be havled to East Perth to pgene-
rate eurrent for the city supplies. Collie is
entitled to a bit of the finaneial loaf., Next
year the Collie authorities will be faced with
the necessity for putting in a new power
station. The plant at Bunbury is practic-
ally obsolete and the municipal authorities
there will have to take some action, too.
The Mitchell Government appointed a eom-
mittee of inguiry; I was one of the mem-
bers. We investigated the proposal to es-
tablish a power house at Col'vy and went
into the matter thoroughly, The report pre-
gented by that Committee indicated that tho
power scheme at Collie would pay from tne
very inception. That could not be said ot
the Perth scheme. All pravision for cover-
ing depreciation, iuterest ard sinking fund
was made. Of coarse, sueh a schene would
mean the expenditure of a lot of money. In
the Ol@ Country, hewever, the authorities
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are giving great attention to the generation
of clectricity for manufactories, aud I be-
lieve in Anstralia, the Prime Minister, Mr.
Bruce, has stated inar the  omnonwealth
Government are prepared to help in the sup-
ply of cheap power for industrial concerns.
Tf that be so, f'vilie zhonld Lv abie to get
some assistance.

Mr, Thomson:
tion.

Mr. WILSON: Tt may enst something
ke a quarter of u million, hut hon. mem-
bers may remember tnat we spent £%0,000
on the Lake Clifton railway and we have
dropped another £90,000 into Herdsman's
Lake, and say nothing about it. 1If the
Htate agreed to the catablishmant of 2
power house at Collic for supplvins electrie
current thronghout the South-We<t, it wonld
see something for its money. There are
millions of tons of coal at Collie, and the
coal belt extends from that centre through
to Wilga. There is no other such coal field
in the world that has so many tons to the
acre as the Ccllie field. While the coal is
not the best in the universe, it is the best
we have, and we have got to utilise it.

Mr. North:
purposes,

Mr, WILSON: That is so, In addition
to the coal we have hundreds of millions
of tons of the finest clay in the world in
the Collie area. Some of it was tested
vears ago aad Professor Simpson stated
that it compared favcurably with the
hest porcelain  clay. The mevessary
water supplies are there. It was a stand-
ing joke for years because the authorities
said that there was mnot a sufficient
supply ef water in the Collie district to
provide for the requirements of a power
house, The committee appointed an expert
to make investigations and survey the water
area of the Minninup pool. As a result of
that inquiry we found that in the Minninup
pool there was five times the quantity re-
quired for fhe pnrposes of the Perth plant.
With the constroetion of a small weir at a
cost of a few hundred pounds, we could get
50 times more than was required here. The
engineer, Mr. Taylor, was agreeably sur-
prised when he found out the faets, The
pool is about four miles long and in many
parts is 60 feet deep, while at some spots
it is about a quarter of a mile wide. Sur-
rounding the pool are thousands of aeres
of Crown lands that are untounched. That
land is ready waiting for people to take
up and establish industries there. Let me
mention the question of the woollen mills.
I was somewhat disappointed regarding the
establishment of woollen mills in Western
Australia, because T know something about
them. I was interested in the matter when
the question of erecting mills at Albany
was under consideration. I was invited to
asgist the committee in their work. When
T saw some of the members who had been
appointed to the committee I decided to

it = wathy of considera-

It is good enough for power
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leave the matter with them. I saw one man
there who knew no more about woollen miils
—it lie knows as much—than a goat knows
about murie. Although I had been a spin-
ger und weaver for 81 years, 1 came away
feeling satisfied 1 could do no good there.
1 found that all the information they had
wus buok lore, such as hon. membars can
procure from books of reierence in the
hbrary. Mr, Little, an expert from Glas-
gow, was brou_ht out to advise in connee-
tivn with the woollen mills, He said that
it would cost too muc¢h to establish one.
At that time [ took exception to Lis state-
menut tor I believed he was making o mis-
take, I said we could buy milla in the Old
Country holus volus, aud establish them here
for half o1 what the mill would cost here.
He contradieted me, but 1 adhered to my
¢pinion, because L had in my possession,
papers from the Old Lend eontaining infor-
mation regarding mills thet were being sold.
I tfound out ehortly afterwards that a big
amalzamation had talen place and some ot
the factories that were no longer required
contained maehinery that was in good work-
ing order, In fact it was better than new
machinery, which requires a certain amount
of time before it works smoothly. I told
him that I knew some machines had heen
running for 50 yeara and he replied ‘‘Nox-
sense.’’  Then [ quoted the maehines on
which I had worked 50 years ago in the
mill at Deakemire, in Ayrshire, which ma.
obine is ronning to-day. I mentioned that
it was just one of the spinning jemnivs and
his reply was, *‘Yes, there has been little
improvement in them.’’ If one of those
milla had heen purehased the plant conld
have been provided for less than half the
cost of 2 new mill. Y am afraid the coat
of the new mill will be too great., If there
in any place eminently suited for woollen
mills, it i3 Collie. We have good water there
as well as coal, and it seems & satire to es-
tablish woollen miils at Ajbany wherein the
power might be generated with coal brought
froin Newcastle.

Mr. Richardson:
difficulty regarding the
Colliet

Mr. WILSON: 1 do not think there tvas
any real difficuity on that seore.

Mr. Thomson: Will not the Albany mill
use Collie coal?

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Yes, loeal coal,

Mr. WILSON: 1 understand Neweas.le
ecal iz to be used. Apsrt from that, 1
would like to see woollen mills establisaed at
Geraldton, P'erth, and Bunbury. There is
pleoty of reom for ene at Collic, near the
big pool. The Government should consider
the scheme and see whether money eannct be
provided for it. 1 am satisfied it would be
a paying yproponition from the start.

Nr. Taylor: Do you think Narrogin
would be a sunitable placet

Me WILSON: I am good friends with
the member for Williams-Nsrrogin, who
would see that the wool from his district

Waa there not some
femperature at
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way sent to Collie to be manufuctured. 1
gltm hopeful that Collie will scon come into
its own.

 Mr. B. B, JOHNSTON (Williams-Narro-
gin} [5.04]: I desire to heartily congratu.
late Ministers upon their accession to office.
For over 12 years I have becn assoeinted
with the Premier ag a member in this House,
and 1 have learned to koow the yualities
that bave resulted in his party placing him
in the high and houourable position that he
arcupies to-day, 1 ieel, too, that the Labour
Party did the right thing in electing their
Ministers by hballet, It has resulted in
men of mederation and common sense being
appointed to seats on the Treasury benches.
The first Nationalist Government in this
Sinte—the Lefroy Governinent—were elected
under that system.

The Premier: And they were the strong-
est Government we had had for years!

Mr. BE. B. JOHNSTON: 1 approve of
the method of eleeting that Government,
which loses nothing in comparison with
those that followed it. I am glad that the
system we adopted then has again been fol-
lowed. I did not desire &5 see the Labour
Party i power. They are not there on my
vote, but I believe the Government can do
useful work in regard to both legislation
and administration if they get a fair deal
from the extremists and red-raggers out-
side. We have extremists cutside al} par-
ties.

Mr. Taylor: The member for Leedesvilla
has liis eye on you.

Mr. E. B. JOENSTON: 1 regret that ona
result of the election was the loss from cur
party of the former memhber for Sussex
{Mr. Pickering)., At the time whem &
majcrity of the members left the Coun-
try Party, Mr. Pickering adbhered to his
prrineiples, though it would have been
casier for him both beére and in his
coustituency to have loft the DPrimary
Producers’ Assgciation. I regret that
the Htate has temporarily lost his mer-
viees in this Howse. The Leader of the
Country Party has plready tcld the Govern-
ment that we will give fair considerstion
and reasonable assistanee to measures thoy
bring forward. We shall be pleased to give
tem amy advice, particelatly conesrning
» atters affecting the primary indusiries.
Tha frrmers’ parliament last week passed
- resolntion offering throngh the execotive
to tender to the Government adviee and ase
vistance in the same way as they had cffered
the preceding Governthent.

Mr. Tavler: If they earry it out as well
with the present Goverament as they did
with the late Goverament, well— —

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I have it on
ool anthorRy that the late Gaveramont
i ne way accepted the offer, but the offer
= tepestod in tRe aame apirit 1o the
Fresent @Govermment.  Althouph the Gov-
ernmend bavo & mmajority in ks Heuse, 1
venture to sy ihe result of the olections
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must be unsatisfactory te everyone out-
side the Labour Party, owing to the un-
vatisfactory basis on which the election
was conducted, due to the failure of the
late Government to carry its Redistribu-
iion of Seats Bill

The Minister for Works: Under that we
would have got a bigger majority.

Mr. E, B, JOANSTON : Even so, it
would have represented the voice of the
people instead of the voice of mumerous
decadent pocket boroughs. The Labour
rarty, when in Opposition, condemned the
present Redistribution of Seats Aet and [
joined with them in 1911 in pointing out
to the clectors the jerrymandering to which
which it opened a way.

The Minister for Works: Your trouble
is the pocket boroughs are in the wrong
part of the State.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No, my objec-
tion is that the election was not conducted
on the fair and honest basis it would have
been had the late Government shown more
backbone and put through their excellent
Redistribution of Seats Bill, which, in spite
of the few imperfections it contained,
would have evoked a fairer expression of
the voice of the people than is possible
with the present boundaries. I have never
regarded that measure from the point of
view of one or two constituencies. It was
the general principle of a fair and honest
redistribution carried into effect by a
Commisgion consisting of the Chief
Justice, the Chief Electoral Officer, and
the Surveyor General, based on a fair and
equitable Electoral Districts Act that had
been passed by the Parliament, I have
the returns showing the enrolment for
varipus distriets on the 30th June last,
and they reveal the most appalling dis-
crepancies in the number of electors in
various districts, The Cue electorate, for
instance, had 634 electors, while Menzies
had only 483. Mt Leonora had 781, and
Mt, Margaret 504

The Minister for Works: What did Roe-
bourne have?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Roebourne had
573.

The Minister for Works: And Leeder-
ville had over 10,000,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I am pointing
cut the discrepancies.

The Minigter for Works: We on this
gide have the two extremes—the big and
the small—and they balance.

Mr. Taylor: That is not the only thing
you halance.

Mr. E. B. JOENSTON: In my distriet
there are 4,136 electors. It is a primary
preducing electorate, and f venture to say
its representation as compared with that
of the districts I have meptioned is alfo-
gether too small in number. The Canning
electorate has 11,540 eleectors and the
Leederville district 10,415, When we
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compare these with the figures for Cue,
Menries, and other districts I have men-
tioned, every fair man must admit it is
essential to have a proper redistribution
of seats before we again go to the country.
To avoid expense I would recommend the
Government to adopt the boundaries thal
were submitted to us last session as a
resnlé of the work of the independent
tribonal I have mentioned. The Govern-
ment, from their position on the Treasury
henchcs, are of course well above party
polities and I wrge them to bring that
measure down again, We will help them
to put it through.

The Premier: That never oceurred to
us,
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I condemn the
late Government for net having put the
Bill through. They had the numbers and
the opportunity, and as oune of the mem-
bers who sat behind them at that time,
it is unsatisfaectory for me to now have to
ask the present Government to do what
they failed to do.

The Premier: How {id they have the
numbers? Tive voted against it.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The ex-Premier
introduced a machinery measure sctting
forth the hasis on which the Commission
waa to determine the new boundaries, and
that measure was made a party measure
and went through. When the ex-Premier re-
ceived the report of the Commission, he saiq,
"*Gentlemen, pleas? yourselves; I am for it,
but it is not a party measure.”’ Some mem-
bers who were generally greatly influenced
by the member for Northam were amongst
those who voted against the Bill

The FPremier: Some of his most loyal
supporters left him on that oceasion.

Mr. E. B, JTOHNSTON: It was a fair
and equitable measure and even now
might be resurrected and passed with
advantage to the electors. The Minister
for Works said that if the Bill had been
passed, the Government would have had
a larger majority. If that be se, he should
have no objection te adopting my pro-
posal,

The Minister for Works: That machi-
nery Bill provided for more jerrymander-
ing than any other.

Mr. E. B, JOENSTON: The verdiet of
the electors on the existing boundaries
showed that the people desired a change
of Government, but I am not prepared to
admit that they got the change they
wanted.

The Premier: But on any boundaries
you like a2 majority wanted a change.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: A verdiet with
the existing boundaries as a basis must be
regarded as one of ‘‘not proven,’’ rather
than in favour of the side that actually
gained the advantage.

The Premier: We shzall get Narrogin
uader the new boundaries,
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Mr. E. B. JOEHNSTON: The Premier is
quite welcome to try.

The Premier: I will build that Narrogin-
Dwarda line at election time.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSON: The sooner the
better. The hon, member is very popu-
lar in the district and I would have to.re-
gard him as a very formidable opponent
when supporting his candidature. I advocate
an equitable redistribution of seats before
the next elections, with que and proper re-
gard for country interests. The programme
of legislation referred to in the Governor’s
Sreeeh is formidable. It includes State in-
surance, main roads, fair rents, scaffolding
and drainage, whilst it is proposed to sub-
mit amendments to the Workerz’ Compen-
sation Act, Indusirial Arbitraiion Aet, Min-
ing Act, Municipalities Aect, Road Districta
Act, Exnlosives Act, Pearling Aect, and the
Jury Aet. Whilst the programme is thus
outlined we have no details. Therefore I
do not propose to weary the House by ex-
pressing my views on any of these subjects
until we have the measures before us, I
eordinlly approve of the Government’s in-
tention to appoint a Royal Commission to
inquire into the group settlements, I ad-
vocated during the election campaign that
such a Commission should be appointed, and
I think, particularly in view of the disclo-
gires made by the Minigter for Lands, who
I am pleased to say has investigated the
group settlement husiness, it is necessary
that the Commission should be appointed
quickly and that the sooner it gets to work
the bhetter. There has been altogether too
much seerecy in regard to the actions of
the late Government concerning the groups.
Rereatedly we tried to get a fair and square
and open statement about the position of
the groups, but always failed. TIn faet, 1
mayx say, the previous Government’s paliev
concerning the groups, was truly and aptlv
deseribed by the former Minister for Lands,
Mr. H. K. Maley, at the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Conference a year ago. The ques-
tion was raised. and the reply given by Mr,
Maley was, ‘“The matter is so simple that
if T explain it, you will not be able to
nnderstand it.’’ That was the position of
the Mitchel) Government in respect of those
who made inquiries about the groups. - If
the statemenfs of the Minister for Lands
a week ago are aceurate, and I believe they
are, the matter is one of grave concern to
every resident in the State. ' .

The Minister for Lands: Unfortunately
the statements I made were true, and. they
are borne-out by the Crown Law Depart-
ment, o

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Tt only shows
the sericusness of the position we have been
placed in during the pericd-in which the
onlv information we could get was that the
matter was 80 simple that if it .was ex-

plained we would not be.able to under::
The Country Party have always.

stand it.
anproved of the principle of group settle-

ments, and the idea of bringing ont the..
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unemployed workers of Great Britain to fill
our empty and unimproved areas has always
had our cordial support, subject of course to
the scheme being properly administered at
this end. In my opinion the firat essential
with regard to proper administration is to
see that full value ig obtained for the money
advanced. That has always been the prin-
ciple with regard to land settlement in this
State. The Agricultural Bank was estab.
lished by the late Lord Forrest for the
purpose of advancing money to farmers on
the Dasis of the farmer giving full value
for the money obtained. As a matter of
fact in the early stages of the bank's his-
tory only half the value of the improve-
ments was advaneed to the settler. Our
settlement has always been carried on under
the principle of full repayment by the set-
fler, with interest added. Every man who
has gone on the land in Western Australia
with the assistance of the Agricultural
Bank, the Industries Assistance Board, or
the Soldier Settlement Department, has
started out with the full knowledge that he
would have to repay the money advanced as
soon as he waa able to do so, and—the con-
ditions were made easy—the full amount
advanced with interest added. If the state-
ment made by the member for Collie (Mr.
Wilson) that some groups have cost almost
£2,000—1 know of some, the cost of which
has already reached £1,400 and the ex-
penditure on which is not yet completed—
there is certainly room for investigation.
Now we are told that no matter what the
cost may be, not more than £1,000 can be
charged to the group settler, under the
Tmperial agreement, o . ;

Mr, Richardson: That is ridienlous.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: It certainly is a
ridicnlous agreement, but we have had an
agreement made and signed in Western Aus-
tralia before to-day by a Minister of the
Crown who gtated that he did not peruse it.

Mr. Richardson: T do nrot believe what
you say in regard to the groupe. S

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I hope that what
hag been stated is not correct.._At any rate,
the subject is so important that it deserves
a separate debale as soon as we can get
authoritative information or the Premier
hag made a pronouncement. S

The Minister for Lands: You cannot get -
anything more authoritative than the agree-
ment iteelf. - o .

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Mo, Ever sineo
1890, when legislation was introduced by
the late Lord Forrest which enabled a set-
tler to get a free grant of 160 acres, we
have worked on the basis of the seitler
repaying in full with interest Added the -
advances made by the State, and there
should ‘be no departure from that -prin- -
ciple without the full approval of - Parlia-
ment. For my part I weleome grouvp: set«:

. tlement to Western Avstralia, but I do not -

approve of .the people going -on to the -
settlements being given meore favourable .
terms than.those .extended -to. the soms..of..:
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our own
soldicrs.
pose to

settlers, or to our own returned
I notiee that the Government pro-
increase taxation of land. 1
strongly object to any increased land
tax, or any burden being added to
those already borne by the settlers. 1
do not oppuse the taxation of wun-
improved land se¢ long as the tax is made
to apply only in that direetion. The
condition of our agricultural industry to-
day is not such that the settlers are able
to face with equanimity any increased land
tax. T hope the Government will not take
any action which will have the effect of
inereasing the burden of those who zre on
the land. As a matter of fact, I hope there
will be some reduetion in existing taxzatiom.
Romething should be done to place the State
taxation throughout Australia on a uni-
form basis, It is not fair that new and
undeveloped States like Western Australia,
with a handful of people, who have nothing
like the big incomes that are derived by
residents in the older States, shonld be
penalised to the extent of those. people
being driven away. The member for
Katanning {Mr. Thomson) told us the
other night about our taxation running
up to 4s. 7d. in‘the £ on large incomes, whilst
Victoria seems to be benefiting unduly and
unfairly, and in a manper never tontem-
piated under the Federal Constitution by
imposing a maximum tax on incomes de-
rived from personal exertion of only 614d.
in the £ This Kind of thing must, no
doubt, result in frightening away people
with capital from the State, There is
no part of Australia where money is so
urgently required for development as
in Western Australia, and where better
returns from expended capital can be
obtained than inm our own State. An
effort should . be made to bring about
equalisation of taxation in the ,various
States. I suggest that the Government
shonld remove the super-tax, This particu-
larly pernicious form of taxation was im-
rosed by the previons Government, We all
have an inherent dislike to paving com-
pound interest, and this tax of 15 per cent.,
imposed on the existing tax, is particularly
objeetionable,. Tt is taxation im its very
worst form.
when they took office, -founid the Treasury
depleted of loan funds. They are facing
finaneial diffienlties - which will place ob-
gtacles in the way of . their earrying out
their poliey in manv directions. T admit,
therefore, that this is an inopportune
time in which to ask the (overnment to
forego taxation. But in regard to the
super-tax the Premier himself opposed it
in the past and I hope he will take steps
to remove it.

Mr. Richardeon: ~What about raising the
exemption?

My, E. B. JOHNSTON: A fair step in
that direetion was taken lagt session.

Mr. Richardson: We can raise it a bit
more NOW. ‘ v '

I know that the Government,
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Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I wish to say a
few words in regard to railway construc-
tion. In 1911 when the Labour Government
assumed office, it entered on a vigorous
publie works policy and built railways from
one end of the wheat belt to the other.
These railways are to-day amongst the hest
of the State’s asseta. Some people con-
demned that vigorous public works policy,
but T think it is a fortunate thing for the
State that those railways were built becunse
they were constructed at a time when the
cost of construction was something ilke half
that of to-day. The railways that were
built by the Secaddan administration are a
credit to that Government, and are amongst
the best developmental werks in the State.
At the present time we eould not help asettle-
ment more than by continuing the construe-
tion of railways in the wheat belt, particu-
larly in districts such as the Great South-
ern, east and west of the wheat belt, If
the Government built those railways and
advanced money through the Agrienltural
Bank to improve the land along the routes
of the lines, they could do so with absolute
safety and be certain of seruring a quicker
return than by concentrating on heavily
timbered country in the south, Having seen
something of the agricultural districts of
the various parts of the wheat belt from
Geraldton in the north to Katanning in
the south T can declare it to be ome of the
finest beits in. Australia. We really do
not realise its immense possibilities. In
the Great Southern there are opportunities
for closer settlement in vitieulture and
dairying and kindred industries, and it is
simply marvellous to potice the suceess
that has been achieved by Mr. Callan of
Narrogin and Mr, Maleolm of Wagin,
who are produeing great wealth from
small areas of good land, T nurge
upon the Government the construction
of the line from Narrogin to Dwarda,
The Premier has mentioned this railway on
many occasions. For that T thank him, be-
cause it shows that he has it prominent in
his mind. This railway was authorised in
1915. It is the only railway authorised at
that time which has not been huilt

The Premier: I am amazed at its mot
having been built in all these years,

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: Here again I
have to come ta the Labour Party to get
something their predecessors failed to do.
The Labonr Party were the-sponsors of the
authorising Bill introduced Ly the present
Alinister- for Lands, then Minister for
Works. From that time till now he and the
Premier have never failed in their advo-
cacy of the line. I wish also to congratulate
the Government upon having resfored re-
sponsible government by Cabinet. During
the absence of the ex-Premier in England,
when Mr, Colebatch was Acting Premier,
Cabinet held a meeting and considered the
building of this railway to- provide work for
the wnemployed. At the end -of the day Mr.
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Colelateh made a statement to the metro-
politan newspapers to the effect that Cab-
inet had decided to provide work in the
country to relieve unemployment, and that
they would start immediately with the econ-
struetion of the Narrogin-Dwarda railway.
A beginning was made; men were sent to
Narrogin to do the clearing, and 12 miles
of this railway are cleared to-day. But
whilst the work was in progress the ex-
Premier returned to Western Australia and,
without consulting his colleagues in Cab-
inet, stopped the construction of the rail-
way. When the file was placed on the
Table in this House we saw the decision
of Cabinet to build the railway, and the
decision of onme member of Cabinet, who
happened to be the Premier, to discontinue
it without consuiting Cabinet.

Mr. Richardson: He was a good judge.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: When the pre-
sent Minister for Works came to Narrogin
and was met by a representative deputation
of about 200 settlers living on the route of
the Narrogin-Dwarda line, who requested
that the railway should he proceeded with,
the Minister replied that Cabinet had con-
gidered the question——

The Premier: What else eould he say in
the face of 200 men? Intimidation, I eall
it.

Mz, E. B. JOHNSTON: That Cabinet
had decided to proceed with the construction
of the railway as soon as time and circum-
stancea would permit.

Mr. Richardson: When was that?

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: Last April.

Mr. Richardson: Then they must stick
to their premige,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I believe they
will. The people of the district have
waited 10 weary years since the previous
Labour Government went out of office,
expecting this line to be buill.

Mr. Corboy: Perhaps you have never
brought it before the House.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: A large soldier
settlement was established in that area.
The Government purchased the Noombling
estate from Mr. Michael Brown.

The Premier: It was a pup, too.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: A deviation of
the railway has been approved by Parlia-
ment and surveyed to take this railway to
the soldier settlement at Noombling.

Mr. Corboy: I do not think it will save
those fellows.

ar, E. B, JOANSTON: I think it will,
for it is a fine area of country, although
I admit that, without a railway, their pro-
gpects are very poor.

The Minister for Lands: It is a parlia-
mentary promise and mrst be kept.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I thank the
Minister for that assurance. At present we
are not entirely without vnemployment, and
there is ro railway offering hetter facilities
for aheorbing unemployed than does that
line. At this time of the year it is diffi-
cult to put men into the extreme South-
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West, but if the men were sent to Dwarda
and XNarrogin the Government would be
able to keep them employed full time right
through the winter and spring months.
There are also other proposals important
to the development of Western Australia
that 1 feel it my duty to bring before the

House. East of Yilliminning-KKondinin
railwpy are very large areas of well
settled land upon which immense quan-

tities of wheat are produced and numners
of stock reared. We have settlements at
Walyurin, East Jilikin, and Kalgarin, some
of which might have been served hadl it
been decided to build the Newdegate rail-
way cn the rccommendation of the advisory
board, namely, from Kondinin through East
Jilikin to Newdegate,  However, it was
decided to build the line from Lake Grace
to Newdegate. I hope a deviation to the
north will be made, with the object of
serving the North Newdegate settlers,

Mr. Corboy: That has already been de-
cided upon.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I am glad to
hear that. But the position of the settlvrs
of Walyurin, Fast Jilikin, and Kalgarin
is an impessible one until the settlers are
provided with railway facilities. I urge
the Government to build that important
railway to serve that great disirict east of
the Yilliminning-Kondoinin railway, start-
ing from Dudinin or Kulin,

Mr. Corboy: Would you recommend
those places, as against Kondinin, for a
starting pointd

Mr. E. B. JOENSTON: Ileave that to the
professional advisers of the Government. In
my opinion the vital thing is to afford those
scttlers railway communication. They went
inte the distriet on a definite promise of
railway faeilities, and I urge the Govern-
ment to earry that promise into effect ns
sgon aa possible, On two yprevious occa-
gions the Railway Advisory Board were in-
atrueted to visit Quindaning, with a view to
reporting on the best methods of providing
railway communication for the distriet.
Quindaning is almost the only one of the
old scttlements to the west of the Great
Sonthern that has been left without railway
facilities. The Iate Mr. Frank Wilson
when Premier visited Quindaning and pro-
miged that the advisory board should go,
there. Also he instructed the advisory
board to go there, PBut, owing to the war
breaking out and other circumstances, the
board’s work was suspended and the visit
never paid. I vurge the Government to
send the Railway Advisory Board to Quin-
danine in the near future. The distriet
has heen settled for 60 years and the people
there have been very patient. They now
ark that the advisory hoard go throngh
and draw up a definite scheme for serving
the distriet with railway communeation.
In conclnsion I have hnt one small request
to pnt before the Minicter for Railways.
That is in repard to the action taken by
the Goverrment in closing the main rail-
way ecrossing in Egerton-street, Narrogin.
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Narrogin is a growing city, already
known throughout the State as the
Ballarat of Western Australia, In the
original survey a main railway erossing
was provided from one side of the vity to
the other. The Commissioner of Railways
came along and, without any parliamentary
approval, illegally closed this main road in
the very heart of the town, 1t was done
during the war period, and with the approval
of the municipality, taken after a referen-
dum, But the cffeet of separating the two
sides of the town has been disastrons. Ore
has to go mearly half a mile to get acrosa
the railway from one side of the town in
the other, cxrept one passes by a small
overead footbridge. I urge the Minivter
for Railways to build an overkead velicular
bridge in the centre of that progressive
town and so remedy the harm that has been
done. I hope onr labours in the present
session will be of benefit to the people of
the State,

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [6.12]: Jay
I follow the example of the previous
speakers and congratulate you, Sir, on your
clevation to the office of Speaker. Your
long parliamentary career and your judicial
knowledge eminently fit you to oecupy that
seat. I also wish to congratulate the Pre-
mier and his colleagues on their assumption
of office. T cannot say we ure pleased fo
see them therr, but we have to take what
the gods give us.

The Premier:
the goda.

Mr. ANGELO: T cannot satisfy myself
that Ministers have won their present posi-
tion through having made a larger numier
of friends than they previously had. Their
vietory, I think, was in great measure due
to the apathy of the followers of the Inte
Governmoent, eansed, T regret to say, to a
great extent by the bickerings that have
taken place Dbetween members on this
side ==

The Minister for Lands: One business
man told me it was an act of God.

The Premier: It certainly saved West-
ern Australia.

Mr. ANGELO: I regret that those
bickerings took place, and I trust that mem-
bhers on this side will do their untmost to
sink party differences and form = solid Op-
pogition. The other evening I was in-
terested at hearing the suggestion by the
ex-Premier fo his successor that he should
amend tte Constitution Act and appoint ad-
ditional Ministers. Tt is curious that the
ex-Premier himself did not adopt that sug-
gestion, since it was frequently made to
him in the House during the last three
years.

Yes, we are a gift from

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.50 p.m.

Mr., ANGELO: Before tea I was com.
menting npon the suggestion made hy the
Leader of the Opposition to the Premier for
inereasing the number of Ministers. I was
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reminding older members that a similar
snggestion was made to the ex-Premier or
several previous oceasions. I am pleased to
see that he has passed that on to his suc-
cessor. It is ridiculous to think that six
men, even if they be the best in Auvstralia,
¢an properly develop and govern this huge
territory, comprising a thirl of thn contin-
ent, Let us compare our metheds with
those aldopted by our neizhbours in the East-
ern States. Queensland has nine Ministers;
New South Wales twelve; and Vietoria
nine, making in all 30 Ministers to look after
the Eastern third of Australia, as against
six Ministers who are considered sufficient
to look after the interests of the Western
third of Australia. 1In the Bastern States
Ministers have the advantage of a number
of Federal Ministers, who relieve them to a
great extent of all soc¢ial and ceremonial
Cunctions, thus giving the State Ministers
considerahly more time to devote to the
affairs of their own particular States. The
Premicr wisely appointed three honorary
Ministers. A workman js worthy of his hire.
I de not think our Ministers are suffie-
iently paid, even when they hold portfolios
and to expeet honorary Ministers to give
np the whole of their time to their Quties on
an allowance from Cobinet Ministers, ia not
a fair thing. The Premier can depend upon
my vote for any act that will mean altering
the Constitution to give him power to ap-
point three more Ministers of full rank. Tf
he thinks of doing thia T urge him to ap-
point one of the new Ministers to do nothing
clse but look after the North-West. Some-
times I have been asked why we should have
a Minister for the North-West, if not one
for the goldfields and one for the South-
West, The position as regards the North
is quite different. Any other part of the
State may be visited by a Minister, and,
in the course of two or three days, he can
retern to his office. The Minister for Works
may go to the goldfields or Albany and
return in three days to eateh up with his
work. Tt takes a man five weeks to go
to Wyndbam and back, by steamer, and
even then he has not time to go more than
a few miles inland from the ports, We
want a Minister who will devote at least fiva
months of the year to that part of the
State, visiting every portion of it, seeing
for himself what is required, to act, as it
were, as a deputy for the Government, and
report to Cabinet the personal kuowledge
he has acquired and the result of his inves.
tigation. Such a Minister should be clothed
with a eertain amount of authority. He
should be given discretionary power within
cerfain limits. If he found, on going to a
place, that a certain amount of work was
vrgently needed, involving the expenditnre
of a moderate sum, he should be gble to
deal with the matter ont of hand. On larger
issres he could report to Cabinet and cbtain
a decision.  The North-West Department
ia not run on right lines, for it has mennt
the ereation of a little administration all to
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itself. There are officials of the public
works service and others attached to the
North-West Department. This iy unoeces-
gary. The Department should be purely &
advisory one, and a staff of twoe or three
should be ample. The Minister in charge
should ascertain for himself what is neces-
sary and report to Cabinet, and decide for
himself on all minor questions., Having
once come to a decision, he should call on
the Minister controlling the Public Works
or other Department concerned, asking for
the loan of certain officials to help him in
carrying out the work that is deemed neces-
sary. For years past it has been customary
for members representing the North-West to
put before this House certain necesssry
works. Year afier year we have gons on
doing this without much result, There are
four or rather five members, if we include
the member for Murchison, representing that
part of the State, but tbeir voice is 23 one
erying in the wilderness, 8o many other re-
queste are made to the Government that our
requests are more or less overlooked. If o

Minister for the North-West were ap-
pointed, with a voice in Cabinet, he
conld do more than all of us put

together, especially if he were backed up
by us as well. Something must be done to
develop the North, for that is very essential
for the safety amd progress of the State.
It is not my intention te put before mem-
bers my ideas for developing the North-
West, but I do strongly appeal to the Pro-
mier that, if he appoints three extra Min-
isters, he should make one of them Miniater
for the North-West. If he will do that it
will save a considerable number of long
spee-hes in this Houee, and probably result
in mueh good being doune. 1 congratulate
the Premier upon his contribntion to the
debnte some two or three weeks ago. His
gprech was a comprehensive and informative
one. He showed greal tact in making it
He took this Honse into his confidence in
mneh the same way as the directors of a
comrany are taken into the confidence of
the chairman of divectors. He t0ld us the
position of the finances, and appealed io our
loyalty and patriotiam to assist him in his
trouble. 'There ig no doubt this State is in
a seriors position, and im delivering that

speech he probably anticipated that many

reqnests would be put before the Govern-
ment by members. His long experience as
a rarlirmentarian led him to believe that,
esne~i»llv at the commencement of a new
Parliament, the Goverament would be inun
dnted with requests. Members jointly have
already acked for about 1,600 miles of new
railways involving the expenditure of many
millionz of pounds, The Premier has told
us how impossible it is to ecarry out such
werk at present. T was also intereated in
what the Premier told us aboui the raising
of future loans., I regret he has found it
adrisatle to join with the other States in
borrowing money. . for Western Australia,
Every penny that is borrowed by the Gov-
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ernments of Aystralia meass so much less
for private development. Many people, whe
eould not previously get high rates of in-
terest on their money, used to spend it in
developing properties. They formed syndi-
cates, and companies, and with the money
took up large tracts of land and improved
the broad acres of the Btate. Now that
Governments are borrowing in Australia snd
paying vy to 6 per cent. interest, some of it
free of taxation, an indueement in offered
to these people to put their money into
State and Commonwealth loans, and refrain
from private development. This js a great
pity. If Australia requires to borrow
wmoney, it should go outside -for the pur-
pose. To borrow within the Commonwealth
is like people borrowing from members of
their own family. They all become ham-
pered and financially embarrassed in carry-
ing on their affairs.

Mr. Thomeon: It is expenzive to borrow
from the Oid Country.

Mr. ANGELO: 1 agree that the rate
of exchenge is st present prohibitive. One
banker told me recently that, whea trying
to buy some money om London drafts an-
other banker wanted to charge him no less
than 67s. 6d. 9. This shows that even
amongst bankers prohibitive exchanges exist.
This position, will, however, soom be altered
and the change will be a drastic one. The
demand for London exchanges has been so
high that banks have put all their resources
inte thiz avenne of profit with advantageous
tesults. They have, however, nearly réached
the end of {heir {ether, for between
£45000,000 and £50,000,000 of Australian
meney is now locked up in England. When
they have reached the end of their tether,
they must evolve some scheme for having
this money once more made available for
Australia, When they have come to an end
of their resources in the purchase and sale
of drafts they must look for other avenues
of profit. 1 think it will come about in
this way, that the banks will agree to lodge
their resources now accumulated at Home

.in some common fund to be held either by

the Bank of England or the British Treas-
ury, and on that eecurity have a larger note
issue in Australia.  That would be quite
reasonable and moral and right. If I de-
posited a couple of hundred pounds in some
bank here, it would be perfectly legitimate
for me to go to the Fastern States and there
issue cheques against thal deposit. That is
what is going te hanpen with the accumu-
lations at Home, The money will be de-
posited at Home and then made available
by some paper issue in Auatralia. Tmmedi-
ately that has been done—I think it will
come very quickly—we shall find the rates
of exchange on Londoa dropping to almest
nothing. The rate of exchange fluctuates. It
s not very many years Sinee s man taking
£100 to a bank in London, would be given
a draft for £100 10a on a bank out here.

“The position was then vice versa. I believe

that within a few months the Premior will
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find the borrowing of monmey im the Old
Country made much easier for him, Re-
cently a sugpgestion was made by Sir James
Connolly—1 do not know that it was pub-
lished, but I should like to bring it to the
Premier’s notice—as to the advisableness
of not confining our Eaglish borrowing to
London, but of seeing whether we could not

raise some money inm the provinces of
Britain. Not only are there large
amounts of meney ian the provinces,
but the mere faect of our borrow-

ing money from provincia! lenders would
belp to advertise Westora Australin, As we
Enow, if one has a few shares in the Swan
Brewery, there is no beer like Swan baeer;
and if one has shares in a motor company,
that company’s car is the best of the lot.
Bo it is in the matter of finance. If we can
induce .the people of the English provinces
to take up some of our bonds, they will be-
come interested in Western Australia, and
they will talk Western Australia and do
more to advertise Western Australia than
ean be done by many of the means of ad-
verfisement we utilise at present. Now a
word or two as to the dingo. As a repre-
sentative of the pastoral industry I should
of course advocate the wants of the past-
oralist; but very fortunately, with the high
price of wool and the gcod prices being ob-
tained for sheep, the pastoralist does mnot
want very much done for him. Ths dingo
question, however, is not one affecting the
pastoralist only. It also affects the farmer,
and further—T wish o emphagise this point
—the whole of the future prosperity of this
State. Hon. members generally cannot re-
alise what a serious menace the dingo has
become in this State. I am glad the
member for Kimberley (Mr. Coverley), in
his maiden speech, stressed this point, which
has also been dwelt vpon by other members.
The present Government have done some-
thing already towards dealing witn tne evil,
but I hold that they have not yet done
euough. I recognise it is impossible for the
Government to do everything in this matter,
and I do not think the pastoralists and the
farmers want the Government to do every-
thing. They do, however, want the Govern-
ment to give them a lead. Somebody has to
give a lead in the business, and T am certain
the pastoralists and farmers are quite pre.
pared to bear their share of the financial
burden of any big scheme-—it will have to
be a big scheme—for getting rid of the
menace, if only the Government will lead
the way and show what is to be done. The
Minister for Agricolture should, in my
opinion, invite representatives of the pas-
toralists and the farmers to a discussion,
where the matter could be diseuwssed from
al) view-poinis, the best method of coping
with the pest ascertained, and opinicas of
the pastoralists and the farmers elicited as
to the mcsi svitable means of financing the
scheme. In the first place we must have a
wniform dingd rate throughout the State. It
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"is quite wseless''that ome board should be
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paying £3, £4 and £5 per scalp, while other
boards pay 5s. This simply means that the
board willing to pay the £5 are paying more
than they should be. The dinge sealps come
in to that board from many parta of the State
not controlled by the board. Further, the
lessees and owners of sfations and farms are
not fair to themselves. The man who
owns a cattle siation and whom the
dingoos are not troubling like they
trouble the owner of a sheep station, i3
apt to do nothing at all, and consequently
be is breeding the pest for the other man
to cope with, The situation calls for a
auniform bonus, and also a upiform system
of eradication. Lverybody must compul-
sorily bear his portion of the cost and do
his share of the work. I will not weary
members by reading to them an article
which appeared on the 31at July in the
‘¢ Bulletin,’’ dealing with this dingo
question, but I crave permission to read
this extract—

THE TRAGEDY OF WESTERN N. 3, WALES.

A group of meén who know aver

phase of the tragedy
communicate this as thelr ce

dered appeal to the
Parjlament and people:—The fcllowing comparison

of sheep numbers on properties in the West Dacling
before and after the invasion wilt indicate the effects
of the dingo .—
Sheep Num- Reduced
berz before Numbaers
Station. Dingoes owing to
came. the Dinge.
Momba ... 490,000 No shesp
Langawlrra aand Stuet's
eadows e 80-100,000 "
Yancannls ... 100-170,000 84,000
Grossmere and Cuthowarrn 29,000 No shee
Morden ... 60,000 4,83
Tatella 40,000 No sheep
Wonnominta, Nundora and
Packsaddle ... - 80,000 "
Toaga 15-20,000 .
Yaptarn ... 40,000 ’
Salisbury, Downs ... 80,000 "
Bootre ... 30,000 2,018
Yandama Group ... - 53,000 No sheep
Quinyambi 20,000 -
Simllar ea coutld be given as to other properties,

ot the Instances are ample to show the great loes 60
the State. . . . . By this tine the sheep numbers had
fallen from 16,028,022 to 3,770,345 ; the great Momba
statlon, which st ono time carrled 490,000 sheep snd
teturned 7,000 balea of wool fram one clip, had gone

t oui of sheep and was given over {o catile ; scores

" of lessees, admirable pionecrs, who had fought the dogs

for years and understood the couniry and know lts
nooda, gave up in despeir ; t(housands of squere miles
of some of Australia’s finest sheep country saw tho Iast
merino go ; stations which had employed 8¢ or %0 men
all the niv:u round supported lesa than hall & dozen:
Wilcannls, 8 thriviog township with a pulstion of
over 3,000, drifted almost beyond recognition; stagna-
tlon supersoded prosperity, and the country was iast
losing the very type of men for whom the Oniback
calls. Where 1,000 persona ato required tn this coontry
under cattle, 15,000 would be supported under sheep.

Tiat Inst sentemée should appeal to the
Government. We want population in this
Btate; we want to see plenty of men em-

- ploved on our sheep stations, and if those

stations have to turn over from sheep to
cattle it is going to be a serious thing not
only to the finances of the State, but also
from . the viewpoint of the employment
as compared with

eattle stations. I do urge the Ministry
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to take this question into their serious
consideration. Our Gascoyne, Ashburton,
Roebourne and Piltbara lands are very
similar in conditions to the lands of west-
ern New South Wales, and we ought to
take a lesson from the rvesults that have
eome about in the mother State. The
ravages that have taken place there can
easily be repeated here, unless we set io
work speedily to combat the pest. We
have only about 61 million sheep in
Western Australia, whereas we ought te
have 20 millions. The wool industry is
the onc industry where we have not to go
and look for markets. If we grow butter,
we shall have to seek markets after over-
taking our local cowsumption. Proit s
hard enough to sell to-day, as everyhody
knows., Even wheut fluctpates, and mar-
kets have to he found for it oversea. But
as regards wool, we need not move from
our deor to find a buyer. The world will
vonte to us to buy our wool. Then let us
do 2all we can to protect the greatest in-
dustry we have in Western Australia.
Already this little bandful of 57 millions
of people in the Commeonwealth grows 24
per cent. of the wool of the world, amid
over 70 per cent. of the merino woo! of
the world; and Western Austrahan
merino wool is coming to tbe front both
as regards guality apd quantity. Then
let us do everything possible fo prevent
this splendid industry, this to us all-
impartant industry, from being crippled
or ruined by the dingo pest. I noticed
in the Press the other day that the
Federal Government intend to appoint
a Roval Commission to inquire into the
wants and disabilities of Western Aus-

tralia. I wish to remind the IJouse
that =ome three years ggo a joiut
gselect ecommitiee, afterwards econverted

into an honorary Royal Commission, was
appointerl to prepare a case for Western
Australia at the then pending convention.
Mr, Hughes, at that time Prime Minister,
had promised that there should be a con-
vention at the end of 20 years’ life of the
Federation. The State Royal Commission
commenced to take the necessary evidence,
and our example was followed by the other
smaller States, South Australia, Queensland,
and Tasmania. Immediately Mr. Hughes
heard that these States were preparing a
case for the convention, with the hope of
obtaining amendments of the Federal Con-
stitution, he dropped the idea of the Con-
vention, and we were told that amendments
of the Federal Constitution would be made
by the Federal Parliament itself. We knew
how absurd that would be from our point
of view, and the taking of evidenmce ceased.
The honorary Royal Commisgion, however,
still exists; and I agree with the member
for Guildford (Hon. W. D. Johnsop) that
immediate steps should be taken to prepare
n case for the Federal Royal Commission
that is about to visit this State. It is use-

[ASSEMBLY.]

less for the Federal Government to send
over a Royal Commission to inguire into our
conditions and our disabilities if we are not
to give the evidence that is necessary from
our point of view. Therefore, [ hope the
Premier will ask the present Royal Com-
misgion to continue the inquiry or else ap-
jo.nt semce other body to prepare the case
ior Western Australia.

Mr. Timmnson: Did that Royal Commia-
sion prepare auything at all?

Mr, ANGELO: Ag soon as the convention
was dropped the Commission hecame dor-
mant, Everything is ready to restart the
inquiry. 1 eanuot cvonclude withont compli-
menting the Minister for Lands on his able
speeeh the other evening. [ listened atten-
tively for 214 liours, and the information
given us was very comprchengive and in-
structive. So mmch was it so that I am
now in favour of a Royal Commission to
inquire into proup scttlements. At the out-
sot 1 eould not see the necessity for any
siueh inquiry, but from what we have heard
trom the Minister as well as from other
hon. members 1 believe that an exliaustive
inquiry inte the group settlement scheme
shoukl e made. It cannot do any harm,
It we only find out definitely what we bave
been told already, something will have heen
gained. The expenditure will not be large
and the result ghguld be worth while. If a
Royanl Commission comprising a ¢apable man
or men of outstanding ability be appointed
so as to make a thorough investigation and
furnish recommendations, only good ean re-
sult. It will be helptul to the Minister
and to Parliament as a whole. I will sup-
port the aprointment of a Royal Commis-
sion along these lines. QOther members have
offered their help to the Government. T
wish te say that T will help to keep up the
strongest and most critical opposition I
can, on the ground that if we want good
and capable government, we must have a
good solid Opposition,

Mr. STUBBS (Wagin) [8.3]: It is
nearly 13 years, Mr. Speaker, since I first
had the honour of being clected to this
Chamber, and dJuring the period that has
elapsed I have heard mauy speceles on
the Address-in-reply. As an old member of
the Hougse I claim withont fear of contra-
diction that the speeches, particularly from
the new members of the House, we have
heard this session were of an exceptionally
high order. The speeches of Ministers and
other members have been most informative.
There has been no bickering and no rows
across the floor of the House. We have not
heard one member blaming another for past
mistakes, TIn 1911 the Labour Party were
eleeted to power by a big majority, Al
must agree that that Government had a
very hard row to hoe. They had to fight
against the effects of drought for fwo or
three years, and them there followed the
war period. Many people in Western Aus-
tralia, including myself and those I repre-
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sent, feared that the advent of a Labour
Government would represent the downfall
of the man on the land. Well do I remem-
ber that one of the planks of the Labour
Party’s platform at that time was the non-
alienation of Crown land, with the uitimate
nationalisation of all land. The farming
community beeame very apprehensive for
fear that the Labour Government intended
to take away their heritage. It was not
long atterwards that the Labour Govern-
ment found that that plank was either not
popular or was not wanted. The fact re-
mains that it was dropped from their plat-
form, and I feel sure that the good sense
of the majority of members on the Gov-
ernment side of the House to-day will agree
with me when I say that the ownership of
even a quarter of an aere of land is far
better than a 99-years’ lease, This is
ancient history, and I only mention it to
say that I freely admit that the Labour Cov-
ernment of the past assisted materially in
the keeping of hundreds of families on the
land who otherwise would not be there to-
day. There was a drought wnparallelled in
the history of the State. It affected par-
ticularly certain parts, and I hope such a
drought will never occur again. The Gov-
ernment sent trainloads of water info the
arid districts, and when I asked the
Minister for Works bhow I was to
assist in secnring payments for the water
from people who had no money at all,
he replied, ““We will not ask for
the price of that water.”’ I will not say
anything more than that the electors in
Mareh last sent Labour back to power. As
4 humble unit on the Opposition benches
I would remind the House that we have
three leaders on the Opposition side. We
have the Nationalist Party, led by Sir James
Mitchell, and then we have as leaders of
their respective sections of the Country
Party, the wember for Katanning (Mr.
Thomson) and the member for York (Mr.
Latham), We have three leaders of separ-
ate entitiea on the Opposition side but euch
member of the Opposition will serutinise
with interest the measures that are to he
presented to Parliament as well as the
doings of the present Government. Like the
member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) I agree
that the critieism to be levelled against the
Government will he fair. It is to be hoped
that the Bills to be placed betore us will
be acceptable to the people and in the best
interests of the State. T listened to the
speech of the Premier which was not im-
passioned but carefully prepared and not
exaggerated. He unfolded a plain, unvar-
nished tale of the position as he found it.
T could not help feeling that it was my duty
to carefully weigh the contents of that
speceh, seeing that Western Australia has
a population of only 360,000 souls, and hLas
to find each year an enormous amount of
money to provide interest and sinking fund
on her loan indebtedness. Because of that,
every hon. member has to put on his con-
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sidering cap and ask how the State can pro-
gre:s with such an envrmous load to be car-
ricd by a mere handiul of people. The task
i3 top great jor hulf a dozen menm, or for
the 50 members of this Chamber. It has
to be admitted that Federation has not been
a good thing for Western Australia. We
aurced to participate in that movemunt in
19080 and each year sinee then has seen the
position bevoming worse, Out of 100 peopie
in the more populated States of Vietoria
and New South Wales with their densely
erowiled cities of Melbourne and Sydney,
99 know little and care less about Western
Australia. Here we have one-third of the
whole ot the Commonwealth, and 1 know
that the new members of this Chamber par-
ticutarly will pardon me if I suggest to
them that they take the earliest oppor-
tunity to visit the North-West of this State.
They will come back to the House and agree
with me that we have a heritage, the value
of which very few people in Western Aus-
tralia recognise. We have millions of acres
of beautiful seil in the Kimberley districts.
One could travel up ihe Pitzroy and Ord
Rivers for a couple of hundred miles and
see not more than 20 white people. There is
as rich soil from 10 feet to 20 feet deep
as one could wish to clap eyes upon, and
20 or 30 people own millions of neres of
that class of country. Some of those in-
dividoals do not even live in Western Aus-
tralia. It has to be admitted that they
lived there for a few years and battled
against great odds. They did well there,
1t would pay the Government to immediately
appeint a Minister to control the north-
western portions of the State and permid
bim to go to that part to see for himself
the wvast possibilities and the enormous
empty spaces that await development., With
the opening up of those vast areas Western
Australia will become the richest portion
of Australia, if not the richest country in
the world. I have visited the North-West
several times during the last seven or eight
years, anid each time I have come baek feel-
ing sad that we do not develop that part
of the State. We have not only splendid
soil and a fine climate there, but an un-
limited water supply that ean he conserved
at a very small cost. Many argue that the
climate there is against white people un-
dertaking develapmental work, T believe
that the North can be developed by white
labour. If we do not populate it, we must
consider the consequences. Omne has only to
go for three days’ sail north from Darwin
and one will come to an island centaining
40 millions of people. Everv square ineh
except the tops of the mountaing is eunlti-
vated and the soil there is no better than is
to be found in the Kimberley distriets.
Many of those millions have to live on rafts
on the rivers and on the edges of the sea
because, if they lived in houses, there would
not be coough room to grow the food they
eonsume. All those colotred people have
as much right to live on the earth as have
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we in Aunstralia, and they are increasiug in
the island of Java by probably a million
a year. If we do not send a white popu-
lation to ovr North, some day Australia will
be called upon to show cause why she has
has not developed that territory. In addi-
tivn to the pastoral country there is an im-
mense area of metalliferous country that
has hardly had a pickaxe in it. At Hall's
Creek onc of the old residents told me that
as many as 2,000 men had made a gond
deal of money out of alluvial geld. Tie
reefs at Hall's Creek ean Fe seen all along
a ridge of hills extending for probabiy 40
or 50 miles. Would it not pay the Govern-
ment to equip a party and send a couple
of geologists up theret In addition to gold,
there are copyer, tin and silver to be found,
and there is every posaibility of that part
of the State bringing a unew era of pros-
perity to Western Aunstralia. I realise that
mining gave us our first start, and it is ve-
grettable to see the decline in the gold yield
year after year. T heard the other day that
a new find had been made in the Wiluna
district. If the boring there results in
opening up a big auriferous area we may
expeet an influx of population far and
away greater than any scheme of immigra-
tion eould produce. T hope the Government
will see that a much larger grant is made
available this year to stimulute the indus-
try. A party of farmers, formerly gold-
fields men, have been prosrecting on the
boundary of the Wagin and Yilgsrn gdis-
tricts, and have located what they consider
to be a payable belt of copper ore. I feel
confident there is a vast tract of payable
country betwecn Lake Graee, Ravensthorpe,
and Esperance that will yet prove a valuable
asset fo the State. Anything that can be
proposed to resuscitate and assist the indvs-
try will receive my hearty subport. The
Minister for Lands, in the ¢ourse of a 2%
hours’ speech, dealt exhaustively with group
settlement, I wish to pay a tribute to him
for the clear and lueid statement of the
position as he found it when he assumed
office, and@ for the illuminating figures with
which he supplied us. -The **West Austra-
lian’’ this morning devoted a leading article
to the fipures quoted by the Minister, and
partienlarly to the agreement made by Sir
James Mitehel! with the British Govern-
ment. If the statement of the Minister be
correct, that when the eost of settling a
migrant in the South-West is £2,000, the
State ean charge him only £1.000, every
member would agree to the appointment of
a Royal Commission to inquire int» the
whole husiness. I understind the ““Wegt
Aunciralian’’ queries the necuraey of the
Minister ’s statement. Tf we agreed to meet
the expenditure over and above £1,000 for
group settlements, returned soldiers in my
distriet who owe the Government £2,000
would quickly demand to have their lia-
bititv rednced to £1,000, and I think they
wonld be entitled to ask for it. Their ar-
guments would be that they went away
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and fought at the war and on their return
they were charged £2 for every £1 charged
té a migrani arriving here only five min-
utes ago. If the Mipister’s reading of
the agreement leaves any doubt in the minds
of membersg——

The Minister for Lands: That is
opinion of the Solicitor General,

Mr, STUBBS: To settle a family on £160
acres and equip the holding cannot be done
for £1,000. It will cost nearer to £2,000.

The Minister for Lands: The officers gsti-
mate £1,700.

Mr. STUBBS: That would be reasenable
if for the money you could elear 25 of 30
ueres of the heavy timber land, build a
honse and supply the necessary machinery
and stock., A settler would require 10 or
15 cows, two or three horses and some pigs,
and the house alone would cost £300. Where
is this mowvey to come from? Who is
poing to pay for all thist If the
British Government want us to foot the
hill, the sooner we have unification and Yink
up with the Commouwealth the better. Our
population of 350,000 people cannot carry
auch a load.

The Premier: That is the agreement all
right. -

Mr. STUBBS: After that deliberate
statement by the Premier, the Government
are justified in appointing a Royal Com-
misgion, With the member for Collie (Mr.
Wilson), T believe in ecalling a spade a
spade, I try to be an optimist.

The Minister for Lands: If you tell the
truth, you will be called a pessimist.

My, STUBBS: No business man can
afford to ignore the facts. The Govern-
ment are in control of this group settle-
ment business. They are charged by the
people with the duty of making the revenue
and expenditure of the State balance. They
have no chance fo balance if the Statc is
to be called upon to carry this heavy addi-
ticnal load. I am not here to criticise Sir
Juames Mitchell. He is imbued with a de-
sire to settle peeple in this State. I am
gorry he is not present to hear the state-
ments from the Ministerial benches, because
he would then have an opportunity to refute
or explain them. When the motion for tho
appointment of a Royal Commission comes
hefore the Houge——

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The Goveroment
may appoint it without a motion.

Mr. STUBBS: 1 hope the agreement
will be placed on the Table so that mem-
hers may pernse it. TIf there is no possi-
hility of rectifying the position, the Gov-
ernment will find themselves in serious
tronble with other settlers.

Mr. Corhov: They will have been landed
in that trouble by the late Government; we
did not give that agreement our bhlessing;
we did not know anything abount it.

Mr. STUBBS: That is alt T have to say
regarding group settlements. T feel con-
fident that we did not employ expericnced

the
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men when the groups were startéd. Only
recently in company with a former Minister
of the Crown, Mr. Broun, 1 was at Den-
mark, aml I saw suflicient there to convince
me that a good deal of money had been
spent by a Government department long
before that expenditure was warranted. We
all know that in the Denmark country the
rainfalt is heavy and that the roads become
in a deplorable state in winter. Thure were
a dozen new tip drays sent to the group
settlers, and a finer lot of horses gne woula
not have wished to see.

Tie Minister for Lands: They were
hired from the Agricultural Department.

Mr., STUBBS: These drays, instead of
being a blessing to the men on the groups,
were a vurse, because it would take a horse
all its time to pull an empty dray, let alone
take a Joud of produce over the roads. A
good deal of money has been wasted on the
group settlements at Denmark, and that
opinion i~ shared by men who have bezn
there 10 or 15 years, men who bave no axe
to grind, merely a keen desire to see the
district go ahead.

Mr. North: State enterprise is often very
costly.

Mr. STUBBS: I do not consider group
settlements ean he regarded as State enter-
prises. I trust that the expenditure in con-
nection with groups will in the future be
closely scrutinised. Everyhody will agree
that good roads are essential to the success
of land scttlement, and 1 congratulate the
Minister for Works on promising to intro-
duce this session a Roads Bill framed on
the lines of the Vietorian legislation. This
will tie in the best interests of the State
and will save the Minister a good deal of
work. I have come into contact lately with
the work performed by the Vietorian au-
thorities in the way of road construetion,
and T feel sure that if the Minister will
emhody some of the sections from the Vie-
torian Aet in the Bill he proposes to intro-
duce, Western Australia will derive consid-
erable benefit,. I wish to quote a letter re-
ceived by the member for Perth in the
Honse of Representatives recently from the
Federal Minister for Works. It reads—

During this year [ have had evidence
of the value of an organisation such as
the Country Road Boards Association in
conrection with the allocation of the road
grant. No difficulty whatever wns ex-
perienced in the alloeation of the moneys
made available under that grant, and the

constrnetion of the works approved, I

may state that similar orpanisations have

been established in the States of Queens-
land and Seuth Australia, nnd the resnlt
has bren as satisfactory as that obtained
in Vietoria.
T read in a newspaper only a few days azo
that the New South Wales Government in-
tended to bring in legialation to provide for
the exponditure of three millisna on the
country roads of that State, OFf enurse this
could not possibly he done in Western Aus.
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tralis with cur small population and limited
resources, but 1 think it iy a step in the
right direction. For years I have advocated
the need for Lringing in legislation such as
that proposed by the Minister for Works,
and I congratulate the Minister on having
promised a deputation recently that he
would do so. 1 am sure that the Bill will
Le carricd by a large majority in both
Houses. The main thing for a farmer to
have in addition to good land, is gooml roaids
to enable him to cart his produce to mar-
ket., I was interested in the speeehes made
by several members on the subjeet of mar-
keting the produce from the South-West
when that time arrives. The intention of
the previous (Government was to estahlish
the dairying industry on a sound footing.
Close hamdy to the metropolitan market is
a large tract of country known as the Peel
estate, I understand from people more in-
timately acquainted with the loeality than
myself that the land there is eapable of
growing vegetables in lIarge quantities,

- greater in faet than to satisfy our own re-

guirements. Then the member for Collie
reail extracts from letters of ddisappointed
fruit and market gardeners who had sent
their produce to Perth and had got only a
two-penny stamp in return. T do not know
whether it is the function of the Govern-
ment to find markets for growers of pro-
duce. Tt is, however, an important factor
in the progress of any State that there
should be markets for whatever is produced,
anil memhcra on the Government side of
the House should endeavour tn assist the
producers to find markets for their geods.
Twelve months ago when T was in Singa-
pore T saw Western Australian oranges of-
fered for sale at id. each. T learnt there that
there was a very good market for oranges,
but a drawback seems to he that we have
no direct representative in that part of the
world, There i8 a demand, not only for
oranges but other fruits, jams, pickles,
and vegetables. Instead of the Furopean
ropulation there being compelled to live
on tinned cauliflowers, tinoed beans,
tinned peas, and even tinned cabbage put
up in America or England, there is no rea-
son why they shoulll not secure some of our
preducts, and these could he supplied it
only we had the proper kind of vessels in
which to convey them. [ am convinced thm
the demand would be very big and would
prove remunerative. A little over a year
or two ago a vessel carried on its deck some
hundreds of cases of apples to Singapore.
Spme of the cases were marked *Cleo-
patra’’ and when they arriveld at the wharr
at Singapore they were found to be not
only not of the character described, bhut were
the most miserable speeimenn of fruit that
ennld ever have left the State. The people
who shipped them ought to have heen pro-
spented for daring to export sueh froit. The
econsignee on seeing the fruit, promptly
dumped it into the sea and declared that no
more of his moner would ever po to West-
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ern Australia. We have a big market at
our very doors for a number of lines that
we can grow, but we have no facilities for
transport, I urge the Government to in-
yuire inte the possibilities of establishing
markets in the near East. About two years
ago a dvlegation lett Western Auvstralia with
a flovrish of trumpets and proceeded to Java
and Singapore, but I never heard the re-
sult of the visit, nor what good they did.
1f they did any good, there is room for
fi.ty times greater improvement. Australia,
I am sorry to say, is hardly known in many
parts of the Fast. A prominent merchant
in Singapore told me that he had several
times endeavoured to establish a trade
potatces and that while the first three or
four shipments were first class and he was
able to get £17 per ton for them, he was
now foreed to import from California at a
cost of £20 a ton, because we did not main-
tain our original standard. It will be in
the lest interests of the State if an officer
is appeinted to supervise the goods sent out
of Western Australia, so that the fair name
of the State may not be tarnished as has
heen donc Ly unserupulous exporters in the
past. We have a splendid market for West-
ern Australian goods in Java and the Malay
States and even in India. I urge upon the
Government the importance of providing
markets for our products. Only a few
months age, when travelling along the Den-
mark line, T saw dozens of people at one
siding opening their correspondence. One
woman was erving. She had sent 10 cases
of peaches and received 1s. 3d. back, out
of which she had to pay for the cases. I
asked her if the fruit had been sent away
over-ripe but she said that all were as
sound as a bell.

Mr. Sampson;
land Act.

Mr. STUBBS: There must be something
radically wrong when our growers can send
tomatoés and other perishable products
to the market only to find them-
selves in debt when they are disposed
of, The position of the group settlers
in the future, particnlarly in reference
to their produce, is one of great import-
ance. So, too, iz the question of the
marketing of produec. T am sincere when
I say that the administration of the Lands
Department is in the hands of a Minister
who is not only sympathetic but has a grip
of the requirements of the men on the land.
I believe he is symnathetieally inclined to-
wards them and their diffienlties. He knows
what they have to undergo for he has gone
out into the back country and seen the posi-
tion for himself. I am eonvinced that in
the future the wheat yield of Western Aus-
tralia will continue to go ahead by leaps and
bounds. East of Katanning, XNarrogin,
Wagin, and Pingelly is a tract of country
that is eminently suitable for eereal grow-
ing. We are only seratching many portions
ef onr agrienltural helt. If the Premier or
Minister for Lands could spare a few days

We must have the Queens-
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to make a trip, I am cerfain, if they in-
speeted the country through to Ravenstliorpe
trum Kondinin, Lake (race, or Nyabing,
they would traverse miles of eountry through
which a plough has never been drawn, The
explanation is the great distance from a
railway. It would be hnpossible for men
growing wheat there to cart their produce
over distances of from 40 to 50 miles. While
1 do not wish te he parochial, 1 would like
Lo draw the attention of the Government to
a settlement 30 miles due east of Lake Grace
where there are over 200 settlers at present,
Two or three years ago the Mitchell Gov-
crnient promised that when 15,000 acres
of land had been cleared and cultivated, a
railway would be constructed to that centre,
That centre i3 at Newdegate, which is close
to the border of the Yilgarn and Wagin
electorated. T have received a statement
from one of the settlers in which he points
out that there are between 13,000 and
14,000 acres under crop this year and next
year it is anticipated that there will be be-
tween 34,000 and 40,000 acres under wheat.
I do not ask that a railwav should be con-
gtrocted from Lake Grace to Newdegate in
prefercnce to other railwayvs that have been
authorised, but I would urge the Govern-
ment to do what they can to help the set-
tlerg in that area. It is not pessible to cart
wheat for upwards of 40 miles to Lake
Grace under existing conditions and make
it pay. It would take two days to cart a
4-ton load to the siding and two days for
the return journey. Buch trips would repre-
sent an econemic loss and would in time kill
the horses. Further than that, the horses
employed in apch work would not be avail-
able for seeding operations later on .

AMr. Corhoy: The average time taken for
the return trip is five days.

Mr. STUBBS: The track is sandy in
many parts and the Government have made
a grant to put the road inte order. Even
with a good road hon. members will realise
the impossibility of carting wheat over such
great distances. This means life or death to
the man on the land.

Mr. Corboy: The present contraet price
works out at about 2s. 2d. a bushel for
carting.

Mr. STUBBS: There are other expenses
to he added to that and it simply means
that these men will leave their holdings un-
less it can he shown to them by the Gov-
ernment that there is a reasonable chance
of a line being constructed within the next
vear or two. A deputation recently waited
upon the ex-Premier and asked him to re-
deem the promise he had given regarding
the construetion of the railway. Just be-
fore leaving office Sir James Mitehell in-
structed that a survev should be made and
I understand that the work iz nearly com-
pleted. If it is not possible to construet a
railway T suggest that the Minister for
Works should consider the advisability of
laying dewn a cheap tramline. The people
do not wish to harass the Government in
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view of the parlous state of the finances
and the difficulty of obtaining loan money.
Perhaps the Government will make inquiries
as to the advisability of constructing a
light tramline until such time as 50,000 or
100,000 acres of land are under eultivation.
I feel certain that a tramline would mect
the requirements of the people for the time
being until it i3 proved beyond all doubt
that the future of the distriet is assured.
1 remember 10 or 13 years ago when the
land around Lake Grace was inhabited by
hoodic rats and a few rabbits. It was then
thought unfit for wheat -growing.  Less
than 40 settlers took off 100,000 bags of
wheat from that area last year and I hope
that between 120,000 and 130,000 bags will
he delivered at the siding this scason. That
develepment was earried out by people from
the Old Country, probably none of whom,
had seen a forest before, with the exeeption
of the parks around Loadou. In my opinion
the Newdegate area is equal, if nct superior,
to the land at Lake Grace. If the Govern-
ment e¢an sec their way elear to do some-
thing for the settlers there, it will be in
the interests of the State to keep them on
their holdings. They cannot stay there un-
less means of commumication are provided
either by way of motor traction or by the
iron horse. I congratulate the Governmment
on the work they hive done since their
advent to office and T trust that during the
next three years good scasons will be ex-
perienced and that the affairs of the Btate
will be administered so as to enable West-
ern Australia to become the brightest gem
in the Empire.

Lieut.-Col, DEXTOXN (Moore) [8.58]: 1
would like to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker,
upon your clevation to your high and hon-
ourable position. T trust yon will live for
many years to enjoy that honour. May T
alse eongratulate the Premier and Minister
upon assuming DMinisterial rank. 1 trust
they will have a prosperous time while
in office aund that during the period
they are in charge of the government
they will endeavour to place the affairs of
Western Australia on a very satisfactory
basis. The late Government laid the foun.
dation stone upon which the present Ad-
ministration ean build. I had not intended
to speak cn the Address-in-reply because 1
consider too much time is taken up with the
debate. 1t is only fair to give the Govern-
ment a chance to bring forward legislation
which T trost will be for the goed of the
country. I wish to refer to a question
that was dealt with duwring the last Par-
liament regarding the purchase of the
Midland Company’s railway and concession.
I do not wish to labour that at the present
junctare, but I hope that before long the
people of the Midlands will come into their
own. The Government would be well ad-
vised to take over a large area of Midland
country for the purpose of group settlement.
They will find vp there srfficient good land
for the settlement of thonsands of mi-
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grants. I have been through the group
tlements in the South-West, and I can say
it will Le many years before that part of
the country becomes productive. In our
northern lands we have large areas on whick
mizrants with very little trouble could make
their haldings productive much more quickiy .
and easily than would be possible in the
Houth-West. For production, our distriet is
secound to none in the State. Indeed we hase
thore lands that will compare with any in
Australia. I do hope the Government will
make some effeetive provision for the ox-
tension of water supplies in agricultural
areas, There is very sore necessity for
water on the Wongan Hills railway. TUn-
fortunately our gold minine industry ap-
pears to be on the wane. Nobody regrets
that more than I do. In the early days the
golilfields were responsible for bringing into
the State thousands of valuable settlers
from all parts of the world. In my district
most of our scitlers are ex-goldfields mern.
Now that the gold mining industry is onm
the wane, some of the goldfields water might
well be sparcd to relieve agriculinral set-
tlers. It may lie said that the farmer ought
ta provide for himself. TUanally he does,
but sometitres Nature does not come to his
aif at the time he most requires assistance.
So T trust that the goldficlds water scheme
will be extcnded from Goomalling along
the railway towards Mullewn, That would

‘afford much relief to the scttlers, and so

woild result in improved wields from their
holdings, Tt is rften anidl that the man
on the land is the hackbone of the country.
But we are apt to fergrt that when o man
froes on the land he takes with him his
women folk to share hia hardships and suf-
ferings., Frequently have I heard agricvl-
toral members speak of the irials and trib-
ulations of the men on the land, bot
T have never heard a member speak of the
woman who helps the man on the land. I
should like to learn that the Government
intend to bring in something in the nature
of a bush nursing scheme to help, not only
those women struggling beside their hus-
bands on farms, but also those women strug-
gling ko assist their hushands on mining
claims at the back of beyond. 1 trust ths
Government will bring down wise legisla-
tion. If they do, it will have my support.

The Premier: But yon may mnot he able
to discern the wisdom of the legisiation.

Lieut.-Col. DENTON: TUnder the guid-
ance of the Government we shall have no
difficulty in that. Much has been said ahont
the ex-Premier. Tn my opinion the ex-Pre-
mier has done very much to put this coun-
try on a sound foundation. To lLim all
praise is due for the way he has stood by
the State of which we are all so proud.

On motion by Mr. Hughes, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.7 p.m.



